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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,2, 4-6, 10, 11, 13-17, 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being unpatentable by Yagasaki et al (US 6,266,482). 
[claim 1] 

In regard to Claim 1, Yagasaki et al discloses a copy controlling system in a device for 
compressed and encoded digital receiving and recording contents, comprising: 

• a means for changing orthogonal transform coefficients for every block 
obtained by decoding processing of the digital contents, depending on 
attribute information relative to copying restriction of the digital contents 
(Column 3 Lines 55-67 through Column 4 Lines 1-45 discloses the means 
for changing the orthogonal transform coefficients for every blcock as 
further seen in Figures 1 and 2); and 

• a means for creating stream data for recording after encoding again the 
orthogonal transform coefficients for every block (Figure 1 shows the 
means for creating stream data for recording the orthogonal transform 
coefficients for every block). 

[claims 2, 11, & 17] 
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In regard to Claims 2, 11, and 17 Yagasaki et al discloses a copy controlling system in a 
device for recording digital contents compressed and delivered by the MPEG (Moving 
Picture Coding Experts Group) standard comprising: 

• a means for requiring even a discrete cosine transform (referred to as 
"DCT") coefficient of the digital contents, in decoding the digital contents 
(Column 3 Lines 25-67 describes the means for requiring a DCT 
coefficient for digital contents); 

• a within-block coefficient controlling means for changing the DCT 
coefficients within a block, according to attribute information relative to 
recording restriction of the digital contents (Column 4 Lines 53-67 dscribes 
the changing of the DCT coefficient within a block as further seen in 
Figure 3); and 

• a means for creating stream data for recording after encoding again the 
obtained DCT coefficients (Column 7 Lines 57-67 describes the means of 
creating a stream of data for the encoded data which obtains the DCT 
coefficients). 

[claims 4, 13, 19] 

In regard to Claims 4, 13, and 19, Yagasaki et al discloses a copy controlling system in 
the case of the digital contents whose attribute information is the CopyOnce, information 
for charging the above to the attribute NoMoreCopy is added to the DCT coefficients 
(Column 8 Lines 45-67 describes the copy control system in which the digital contents 
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contains copy once information and no more copy information which is added to the 
DCT coefficients), 
[claims 5, 14, & 20] 

In regard to Claims 5, 14, and 20, Yagasaki et al discloses a copy controlling system in 
which it is said within block coefficient controlling means in the case of the digital 
contents whose attribute information is the NeverCopy or the NoMoreCopy, the number 
of the AC components whose values remain in the DCT coefficients within one block is 
increased or decreased periodically with time (Column 12 Lines 40-64 describes the 
copy controlling of the contents based on the attribute information wherein the values 
are increased or decreased), 
[claims 6, 15, & 21] 

In regard to Claims (6, 15, and 21, Yagasaki et al discloses a copy controlling system in 
said within-block coefficient controlling means, in the case of the digital contents whose 
attribute information is the Nevercopy or the NoMorecopy, the number of the AC 
coefficients whose values remain in the DCT coefficients within one block is varied, 
based on the compression ratio of the digital contents; and in the case of the digital 
contents having a high compression ratio, the number of the AC coefficients whose 
values remain is set small, while in the case of the digital contents having a low 
compression ratio, the number of the AC coefficients whose values remain is set large 
(Column 12 Lines 5-67 describes the copy control system wherein the in-block 
coefficients are increased or decreased based on the ratio set regarding the value of the 
attribute information). 
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[claims 10 & 16] 

In regard to Claims 10 and 16, Yagasaki et al discloses a copy controlling method 
comprising the steps of: 

• a step of receiving compressed and encoded digital contents, requiring 
orthogonal transform coefficients for every block of the digital contents in 
decoding the digital contents, and changing the orthogonal transform 
coefficients, depending on attribute information relative to copying 
restriction of digital contents, the digital contents (Column 3 Lines 55-67 
through Column 4 Lines 1-45 discloses the means for changing the 
orthogonal transform coefficients for every blcock as further seen in 
Figures 1 and 2); and; 

• a step of creating stream data for recording after encoding again the 
obtained orthogonal transform coefficients (Column 7 Lines 58-67 
describes creating the stream data for recording the encoded stream). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

[claims 3, 12, and 18] 

Claims 3, 12, and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, 
[claims 7, 8, & 9] 
Claims 7, 8, and 9 are allowed. 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record, Yagasaki et al discloses a copy control system wherein DCT 
coefficients are changed on a selecting basis as seen in Figures 2-3; however, fails to 
teach, suggest, or disclose the a recording data controlling system wherein: 

"..a within-block coefficient controlling unit for turning to 0 the values of 
the DCT coefficients within a block other than a DC component and a 
predetermined number of AC components of low frequency region.." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Hosaka et al (US 2004/0005076); 

• Ryan et al (US 6,374,036). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Jamie Vent 
05/30/05 



